
Public Forum meeting – December 3, 2008 
 
Community Development Committee (CDC) Public Hearing 
 
Note taker – Paulette Brooks 
 
Attending:  CDC committee members: Claude Tellier, Mary Jane Laus, Paulette Brooks, Jana McClure.  
Absent:  Isaac BenEzra.   Town Staff:   Roy Rosenblatt.  Other attendees:  Elizabeth Braley, Abby Harper, 
Aaron Hayden, Renee Moss, Cheryl Zoll, Lydia Sawyer, Joanne Campbell, Ruth Wade, Nancy Gregg, 
Andriea Miller, Eleanor Manere-Gatti.   
 The Community Development Committee’s  Public Hearing met on December 3,  2008 beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Bangs Center, room 101.  Mary Jane Laus, acting as facilitator, called the meeting to 
order and welcomed everyone.   Mr. Rosenblatt distributed a draft copy of the “2008 Amherst 
Community Development Strategy Update” and informed those gathered of the town’s history with 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding and current activities being funded.  Mr. 
Rosenblatt spent some time to explain the draft Community Development Strategy and its foundation 
from the Amherst Community Master Plan.  The CDBG funding restrictions were discussed.  Accessibility 
for all residents continues to be a priority.     
 The floor was opened up to discuss the community development strategy.  Both the capital 
expenditures and the social services component of the funding were discussed.    

Many of the social service providers have had their funding cut.  Renee Moss reported that Big 
Brother’s Big Sisters went from a staff of 8 to 5, and can only service 180 cases from a prior 220.  It has a 
waiting list of over 200 children to be matched, but does not have the financial resources to process 
them.  Other agencies have also noted a downturn in funding.   

The social service priorities for funding were discussed:  1)  Emergency rental assistance, 
emergency fuel assistance and emergency shelter follow up case coordination;   2)to sustain and expand 
current Town funded Social Service Programs.   It was noted that in the draft of the community 
development strategy update,  #17’s list of  social service needs did not include “food” or “youth 
development”  and discussion followed that they be included.   

  Request for proposals will be distributed after this hearing and the next CDBG public hearing 
will be in January, 2009.    

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.   
 
 
 
  
 


